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ALL TOGETHER NOW

MEETING REPORT « ECTA'S ANNUAL MEETING OFFERS
THE CHANCE TO MEET UP WITH LEADING PLAYERS IN
THE CHEMICAL TRANSPORT BUSINESS

WHEN THE PETROCHEMICAL industry

outsourced its logistics operations in the last
decades of the 20th century, it also cutsourced
a lot of knowledge. Sowhen the European

Chemical Transport Association [ECTA), which

represents many of the leading che

logistics companies in Europe, held its 2015

annual meating un tha title Leading tha
Way in Chemical Lagistics'. it was nothing short
of the truth.

But concentrating knowledge within a

dedicated industry does give the apportunity for

new understanding to be shared and discussed

and the ECTA meeting, which took place in
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LIQUID, DRY BULK AND PACKAGE

CHEMICALS
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provided by new standards and regulatiar

Diusseldorf this past 26 November, offered an

sting array of speakers with new ideas

i about how logistics providers can use innovative

concepts and leverage the understanding

to improve their operational

That striving for better

thing should ba
would run a business inefficiantly on purpose?
On the other hand, as several speakars showed
the way to achieving efficiancy is not always

obvious

INTERMODAL HOLD-UPS

The meeting was openad by Andreas Zink, ECTA
president and a director of LKW Walter, who
ntraoduced the Association’s recently appointed
new managing directar, Marc Twisk. Marc was

familiar to many in the audience, not least

since he had spoken at the 2014 event in his
role with Transports Vervaeke, and many will

remember him from his days at the European

Chemical Industry Council [Cefic), where he was
responsible for the 2011 update to the Safety
and Quality Assessment System [SQAS), a topic

that returned time and time again during the

Andreas also mentioned that ECTA was to

ce out of the building it shared
with the European Petrochemical Association

|[EPCA) in Brussels. It was hard to tell if the

move had been forced on ECTA by EPCA's
addition of new staff, but it will alsc provide
ECTA with mare r

om. Since then the relocation

has been finalised: the Association is naw in

g Diamant Brussels Conference & Business

Reyers

1 Boulevard Auguste
The extant to which companies have to
nnovate to capture efficieancies was well

illustrated by the first speaker, Or Thorsten

Bieker, vice-president of rail and site services

i

with BASF, who explained the companys

Rail 4.0 vision. While rail as a transport mode
offers many advantages, particularly in terms
of sustainability - an important consideratian

for the major petrochemical companies - it has

BASF's solution has been to develop a new
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enargy tax realistic and

of calculating carbon dioxide and g
gas emissions. A reform of tolling is needed,

transfor

system so that the

infrastructure at @ comparable rate as railus

are expected to. Fees for licences and permits

and fines forviclations equalised

2y offered the observation that

A broader view of th the logistics sector and its major customers

have embraced the concept of multimodal

Eurgpsan cambined

chemical shipp improva effic transport but this has not been reflected in the

;:.
dire

vided by Ralf-Charley 5ch

Combined

said. This require

1. The codificatio new regulation

ween the loading unit [such for existing

nprehensive re

and amendm of the Combined Tra

ner), the wagon and the rail

~a

Railfreight currently accounts for 17

ods transport in Euro

[

a

n terms of route planr

ng, termina

capacity, tracking and 'ra:'l‘g and customs

administr,

4, Clarifying the ons of use via OTIF

CIT, etc

RAIL POTENTIAL

Operators face a lot of

the aspects and has begun work

addrass them. The

ed in about B0

only 20 per cant have so fa

acceptance of ve

national rules and imple

agre

and the means of communication

UIRR wants to see a level playing field across

all transpart modes, including the reform of

example

ar 40 to 45 per

2 is C derable

t of freight transpa

upside potential in Europe. Accessing that

political witl

REVISING QUALITY

icient and compl

inning an

operation is, though, not just about observing

regulations and legislation. Th

f customer

question expectations, often

realised through observance of

standards and industry best practice

Daddy of them all seems to be IS0 9000,

which sets the standard for operators quality

tian Z

syste 0

a trainer with DEKRA, explained how the

to the standard th

t was published

nber 2015 can h

nose who re

take time to understand how its provisions

WWW.HCBLIVE.COM
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of paper that custo

structure for :ra\;.qu the quality that
customers demand.”
One key change in t

that I1SO 90060 has

encompass all of the stakeholders i

activities and include that understanding in

speaks of the ¢

altthe DKZDW‘”E”-U"_:]E“-\LE'

puts all the respansibility o

The

appointed to oversee quality managemant

n broadened

D:}]'X".I."g element has alst

out and now includes actions needed tc address

risks and oppartunities, and planning to ac

objectives

qual
What a

this

to achieve IS0 9000 is

be good enough to |

ok at the quality of their

operations from the poi

of view of their

customers and s

and other stakeholders in
On a practical note, Christian observed that

SO 9000:2008 will expirs 14 September 2018

three years after the 2015 varsion
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Co

~n

Groups (SIGs) looking at sustainability and

Development Sumn

where it was made crystal ¢

pace of developmant grawth i

e planet as a whole. New

decouple the

arating environr

ndustry and its partnars wil

Francis stressad

lished its naw SIG on sustaina

review of

practice across E

cantribution t

aw version, which was launched

currant KPls and the developms

of key performancea

) substantiate its message

er gutreach;

thinking

by the sharing of

of means

c has also updated its Responsible

first introducad in 2006

n October

aLcomepanies a

e separ

theurg

to address sustainability;

agenda of the RC 51Gis a

o promota RC and the 2015

\wards drew 68 entries

views the awards proc

f strengthening and revitalising

boosting the sharing of bast

irope and ncreasing tha

visibility of the measures the chemical industry

address

lement is the growing

principles around the globe

rassociations under

d. SriLanka

iral manager for lubricants

looked at RC in
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energy consumption between 2000 and 2050, ch ECTA will be highlighting companies’ logistics and safety departments

however, governments have committad to halving during the first half of 2016. An online tool will with material in various languages, to

co, ssions ovar that period. This means that be made available to members fr nat the driver plays in the chain &

energy efficiency must improve by a factor of and a workshop on the subject has been promote the use of the guidelines on load
scheduled for 16 February, This fc on fram and unloading

although industry can provide ne new guidelines on the of logistics To round off a valuable day, delegates

treated to

d tar dinner where they we

to allow the choice to be mada incidents developed in collaboration with Cefic gathere

ech by Jean Verhe

Patrick believas that the use of liquid and the European Federation of Chemica 3

hrough-provoking spe

hydracarbans for transpart fuels will peak Distributors [Fecc) [HCB Monthly December CEOQ of Nallian, o e subject of data sharing
somewhere between 2030 and 2040. New 2015, page 51) Companies have done well in putting controls in
demand will be met through a combination of ECTA currently has 8 number of working place on internal processes, he said. Howe

nomic volatility and uncertainty has led to

biofu , LNG/CNG and gas-to-liquids groups in action or development. Ceficis

[GTL] fuels ing e "circular ecenomy” collabarating in @ working group looking st eased use of outsourcing and the loss of

observed that sustainability is not always 5. There is, therefore, a growing

and ECTA has teamed up

obvious: using GTL dieselin a Eu 1gine with the European Faderation ank Cleaning need for the various partners in supply chains
produces less emissions than ragular diese Organisations [EFTCOJ on the cleaning of silo 1 and processes, a nead

naEuro 6 engine, taking upstream fac use of cloud-based

1tly looking for volunt

5

that points to grea

safe

nto account for a second group on t loading and applications. He urged operators to embrace

unloading of silo tankers, guidelines on which the opportunity, refe to plenty of examples

MEETED have recently bean published. And another task of netwarks and data being regarded as assets

Besides working closely with C force is discussing IT issues n

eir own right. HCB

implementation of

ol

C in tha transport Finally, to highlight th

ECTA also has its own issues to deal with ECTA members Mare information on ECTA and its activities can

A survey of its members carried out in 2015 launched a new cha t be found on the Associ

on’s redesigned website

ed that the main issues they face are Expert Driver. Ed will bz introduced to chemi at www.acta.com
» drivars being asked to do more work at

loading/unloading sites

* custamers being unaware of the Cefic/
ECTA guidelines an loading and unloading;
s the administrative burden and extra costs

spent dealing with different

ftware
systems; and

* 3 lack of uniformity in ADR training
for drivers
These responses are being used to generate

ECTA's action plan for the next three years

which will focus on the promation of the
loading/unloading guidelines, lobbying the EU
to harmonise driver training standards, and
the promotion of SQAS, RC and cthar industry-
dev

loped standards. ECTA will also address
these issues in its RC workshops

Another item on the agenda is near-miss

OPPOSITE AND RIGHT: TRANSPORT OPERATO

BE ABLE TO OFFER THE SERVICES INDUSTRY NEED

THE LOWEST POSSIBLE IMPACT ON THE EN\
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